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August 12, 2021 

 
Brian Lawatch  
Boise National Forest, Mountain Home Ranger District 
3080 Industrial Way 
Mountain Home, Idaho 83647  
 
Dear Brian Lawatch: 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the US Forest Service’s July 16, 2021 scoping 
notice announcement regarding the Clear Creek Forest Health Project in Boise National Forest, Boise 
County, Idaho (EPA Project Number 21-0044-AFS). Our review was conducted in accordance with our 
responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. 
 
The purpose of the project is to restore ecosystem processes and functions to achieve healthy vegetation 
conditions. Treatments are proposed on 5,732 acres and the total project area is 21,331 acres. Project 
activities include both commercial and non-commercial vegetation treatments (e.g., mechanical 
treatments), prescribed fire, timber harvest (commercial and non-commercial), and road management. 
 
EPA appreciates the Forest Service’s community engagement with the use of postcards, a virtual 
meeting, and the eventual Southwest Idaho Fire StoryMap. We recommend that the Forest Service 
consider the following when preparing the Draft Environmental Assessment: 

• Alternatives: identify a range of alternatives that avoid, minimize, and compensate for impacts to 
water, air, wildlife, and other resources; 

• Mitigation: identify and describe appropriate mitigation measures associated with the project, 
specifying which ones would be committed to by the Forest Service or another federal, state, or local 
agency. State how the Forest Service will avoid and minimize potential impacts such as accelerated 
erosion, harm to sensitive resources, and introduction of invasive species; 

• Water quality: identify water bodies likely to be impacted by the project, the nature of the potential 
impacts, and the specific discharges and pollutants likely to impact those waters; disclose 
information regarding relevant Total Maximum Daily Load allocations for any impaired waters 
listed on the latest state Clean Water Act 303(d) list or Integrated Report, along with the water 
quality standards and pollutants of concern; demonstrate that the proposed action will prevent the 
deterioration of any water bodies that currently meet state water quality standards, consistent with 
anti-degradation standards. The project announcement states that no vegetation management or fuels 
treatment are proposed in Riparian Conservation Areas, with one exception that fires may be 
allowed to back into these areas. EPA recommends that the Draft EA explain the potential impacts to 
these riparian areas;  

• Roads: to the maximum extent practicable, focus on the use of existing road system that do not 
require extensive reconstruction in order to minimize road construction;  

• Species protection: work closely with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Idaho Fish and 
Game to determine potential impacts of the project on plant and wildlife species, especially species 
classified as rare, threatened, or endangered on either state or federal lists. The project 



announcement notes that surveys will be conducted, and EPA recommends that the results of those 
consultations and surveys be included in the Draft EA;  

• Consultation: describe the process and outcome of Government-to-Government consultation 
between the Forest Service and the Tribal Governments near the project area, issues that were raised 
(if any), and how those issues were addressed; and  

• Air quality: provide a detailed discussion of ambient air conditions (baseline or existing conditions), 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards, criteria pollutant nonattainment and maintenance areas, 
and potential air quality impacts of the proposed action (including reasonably certain long-term and 
secondary effects). Special consideration should be taken regarding the potential impacts of burning 
activities for fuels control and the impact of smoke to proximate communities. EPA notes that 
according to EPA’s Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool (EJSCREEN), the ozone 
environmental indicator is elevated in the project area compared to the rest of the country. The Draft 
EA should also discuss how the Forest Service will coordinate burns with the Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality and the Idaho Department of Lands.  
We advise you that in July 2021, EPA and the Forest Service released improved online mapping 
tools1 to equip the public with information and resources on wildfire smoke. These online mapping 
tools display information from ground-level air quality monitors measuring fine particles from 
smoke and other sources, as well as information on fires and smoke plume locations. Based on this 
new and relevant information, we recommend the Draft EA disclose potential air quality impacts 
from the proposed prescribed burns for transparency and to support the integrity of this new tool. 
The smoke management program for the proposed project should include several elements, such as: 

o Methods for minimizing air pollutant emissions during prescribed burning activities; 
o Outlining smoke management considerations for each burn, such as burning only during 

favorable weather conditions to minimize smoke intrusions; 
o Plans to notify the public and reduce exposure should smoke intrusions occur; 
o Public education and awareness programs; 
o Surveillance and enforcement procedures for ensuring that smoke management programs are 

effective; and 
o Procedures for periodically evaluating smoke management programs. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these scoping comments. If you would like to discuss these 
comments, please contact Caitlin Roesler at 206-553-6518 or roesler.caitlin@epa.gov, or me at (206) 
553-1774 or at chu.rebecca@epa.gov. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Rebecca Chu, Chief 
       Policy and Environmental Review Branch 

 
1 https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-forest-service-release-improved-tools-equip-public-information-and-resources 


		2021-08-12T13:57:51-0700
	Rebecca Chu




